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What is the Global Climate Summit? 

The conference negotiated the Paris Agreement, a global 

agreement on the reduction of climate change, the text of 

which represented a consensus of the representatives of the 

196 parties attending it. The agreement will become legally 

binding if joined by at least 55 countries which together 

represent at least 55 percent of global greenhouse 

emissions. Such parties will need to sign the agreement in 

New York between 22 April 2016 to 21 April 2017, and also 

adopt it within their own legal systems. 

What will be determined?  

According to the organizing committee at the outset of the 

talks, the expected key result was an agreement to set a goal 

of limiting global warming to less than 2 degrees (°C) 

compared to pre-industrial levels. The agreement calls for 

zero net anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions to be 

reached during the second half of the 21st century. In the 

adopted version of the Paris Agreement, the parties will also 

"pursue efforts to" limit the temperature increase to 

1.5°C. The 1.5°C goal will require zero emissions sometime 

between 2030 and 2050, according to some scientists. 
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