Ocean Currents:  Lesson Questions
Please feel free to attach an extra piece of paper if needed to complete answers.

1) What is a current?

2) What three (3) things cause currents?

3) What are the two distinct current systems?

4) What is the dominant pattern of surface circulation?  Hint:  There are 5 of these on the planet.
5) What is the most important cause of surface currents?

6) Where are the two places where the ocean surface is highest?

7) What causes the Coriolis Effect?

8) What direction is the Coriolis Deflection in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres?

9) What four (4) factors determine the location, size, shape, and direction of a gyre?

10) What current can trigger an El Nino?

11) Where does the global current conveyor belt begin?
