The Evolution of Horses 
Web Assignment

http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/natsci/vertpaleo/fhc/firstCM.htm
[image: image1.jpg]Click on the skulls to learn about the different fossil horses.
Click on the stratigraphic levels to learn about the ecology of past time periods.
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Look at how the bones in horse feet have changed over time.

They became longer and more streamlined, enabling horses to run faster to avoid predators.

mya = million years ago
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	The central digit of horses became increasingly stronger while the "side toes" became less important and are virtually lost in the modern horse. 

Follow this by examining the reduction and loss of metacarpal V (red) and its digits (fingers). Do this likewise for metacarpals II (orange) and IV (green). Note that no horse ever had a thumb (I). 

Reduction and loss of side toes minimizes the weight at the extreme end of the foot. This reduces the torque, so the horse's limb may move faster.
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