FINGERPRINTS 



Name: ____________________________________________
COMPUTER LAB ASSIGNMENT    

GO TO:
http://www.crimescene-forensics.com/Crime_Scene_Forensics/Fingerprints.html
Questions:  You may write directly on this paper.  Short answers are o.k. You don’t need complete sentences.
1. When do fingerprints form on an individual?
2. Ridge characteristics are also referred to as ________________________________.
3. What does the website say about the fingerprints of “identical” twins?
4. How did the Will West case of 1903 make fingerprints the leading means of personal identification?
5. When was the first official database of fingerprints developed, and how is it abbreviated?
6. Briefly describe the 3 Basic Fingerprint Patterns.  
LOOPS

How common? _______ %

ARCHES

How common? _______ %

WHORLS

How common? _______ %

CLASSIFY YOUR OWN FINGERPRINTS

1. At the bottom of this page, place all 10 of your fingerprints.  Use a fat-tipped ink pen.
2. Which of the 3 main pattern types do you have?  You may be a mixture...  

3. Are all your fingers the same pattern type?

4. How rare is your type of print?

5. Using either your thumb or index print (left or right), see if you can identify the four minutiae mentioned in this assignment. – see FINGERPRINT TERMS
