END OF THE LINE 






Study Questions 

The End Of The Line is a documentary about the devastating effect of overfishing.  It examines the imminent extinction of bluefin tuna, and perhaps other species, brought on by increasing western demand for sushi.  The impact on marine life resulting in huge overpopulation of jellyfish is discussed, along with the implications of a future world with no fish, bringing about protein deficiency in 1 out of every 7 people. 





Scene 1 – Cod Overfishing
1. What was the main source of income for Newfoundland?
2. What significant event occurred in 1992?

3. Explain the term 'moratorium' in the context used in the clip.

4. Why do you think this moratorium was brought in?  
Scene 2 – Technology 

5. Draw a simple graph showing how fish numbers have changed, over time (x-axis).
6. List 5 technological advances / equipment used on the modern super-trawlers. 
7. What company is thought to own about 70% of the world’s frozen Blue Fin tuna stocks?

8. What are two other tuna species mentioned in the film?
9. If all the long-lines were strung together, they would encircle the planet _______ times.
10. What is bottom-trawling?
Scene 3 – Senegal
11. How many of the global population identify fish as a key part of their diet?

12. How much of the 'world catch' is returned dead to the sea? 

13. What choice is Adama, our Senegalese fisherman, facing?
Scene 4 – Implications for Ecosystems
14. When the population of cod was depleted in Newfoundland, what delicious crustacean flourished?
15. By what year do the filmmakers predict the oceans supply of fish will have nearly run out?

16. Give 2 reasons to be hopeful?

Scene 4 – Fish Farming
17. List a few “pros” (advantages) and a few “cons” (disadvantages) of fish farming.
18. Give three fish species we could eat (they’re all small), currently used to feed farmed fish?
19. The voiceover says that 'On average five kilos of anchovy makes only one kilo of salmon.'  Would you describe this process as sustainable? 
Scene 5 – Marine Reserves

20.  Marine Reserves are (technically) off-limits to __________________________    __________________________.
21. How long does it take for an overfished area to return to reasonable (but not complete) health, assuming absolutely nobody touches it?
